
When I met Suzanne Phifer Pavitt at a recent conference in Napa, I knew I liked her immedi-

ately. Tall, blonde and friendly with a self assuredness amiably matched by a good dash of down-

home Southern Charm (from Georgia, this one), Suzanne was thrilled to tell me about her new 

wine - Phifer Pavitt (Date Night) - that she lately launched with her husband, Shane Pavitt. And 

when I tasted (Date Night) - named for the weekly date nights during which the couple devised 

the plan for their own label - I was thrilled to find it equally charming.

Brimming with lovely aromas of toasty oak, caramel-and-chocolate-cov-

ered coffee beans, black cherries, star anise and cocoa, the full-bodied 

Cabernet Sauvignon delivers big on the palate, too, with delicious flavors 

of ripe black fruits, cocoa nib, brown sugar and blackberry jam. In spite 

of its heft, the wine’s super-rich, almost dessert-wine-like concentra-

tion is in balance, and the finish is loooong. I scored it 92 points. One to 

check out, although I don’t recommend waiting around for a date night 

- this wine will win you over ANY NIGHT.

If you can afford it, that is ;) - 300 cases made, $75/bottle.
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